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If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an 
honourable life, doing good works with the humility that comes from 

wisdom. 
 

James 3:13  
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Introduction to Year 8 
Year 8 continues from Year 7, with the same compulsory subjects 

but with a choice in electives for the first time. Students will find 

that the level of content will not increase greatly and should see 

this as a year of consolidation upon their Year 7 knowledge. It is 

important for Year 8 students to be organised and establish a 

routine for the completion of work both at school and at home.  

 

Homework levels will increase 

with the expectation of 1 hour of homework, 4-5 times per week (up from 

45 minutes). Exam lengths will increase to 1.5 hours (from 1 hour in Year 7). 

Students will be put into streams for the first time to assist their learning. 

At the end of Year 7, teachers have worked with Head of Departments to 

determine the most appropriate class for your child. Generally speaking, 

those students in a Stream 1 class will be extended and have higher 

demands both in class and at home. Those in a Stream 2/3 class will have 

the pace slowed down and the level of academic rigour reduced to allow 

them to develop more of their fundamentals in which to build on in future 

years, with teachers reducing homework expectations. Students will receive a Western Australian 

Curriculum Grade and a Stream grade for each MESH subject on their reports. 

 

The school week will contain 35 periods, with students attending Form at the beginning and end of the day. 

Year 8 operates largely similar to Year 7, whereby students will continue to spend the majority of their 

week studying MESH subjects, while also studying Health and Physical Education, Languages, IT and ACE. 

The 2 double periods of The Arts and Technologies subjects remain, with students required to complete a 

performing and visual art subject, plus a digital technology and design and technology subject. In Year 8, 

students are given a choice between 2 courses on each line per semester. 

 

SUBJECTS PERIODS PER WEEK 

Mathematics  6 

English 6 

Science 5 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) 5 

Applied Christian Education (ACE) 2 

Health Education 1 

Physical Education 2 

Languages (Chinese) 2 

Information Technology (IT) 2 

Elective Subjects  4 (2 double periods) 

Total 35 
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Compulsory Subjects 

 

Applied Christian Education (ACE)  
Applied Christian Education aims to develop a 

coherent overview of Christianity throughout 

the student’s time at Austin Cove Baptist 

College. This includes an understanding of 

God, the person of Jesus, the Bible, faith and 

salvation. A variety of teaching and learning 

strategies are employed to make the subject 

both relevant and enjoyable for each student. 

 

Throughout the course, students are encouraged to ask questions and to seek answers from both their 

teachers and as well as on an independent basis. Students are asked to participate fully in the class and to 

be respectful of the opinions and decisions of others.  

 

Mathematics 

Year 8 Mathematics forms an important preparatory basis for students’ mathematics studies in the 

following years. Students continue to increase their proficiency across the three mathematical strands: 

Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, 

Statistics and Probability.  

 

 In Number and Algebra, students will solve 

everyday problems involving rates, ratios, 

percentages and money. They will develop 

understanding of index laws and learn 

techniques of expanding and factorising 

algebraic expressions. They will solve linear 

equations and graph linear relationships on the 

Cartesian plane.  

 In Measurement and Geometry, students will solve problems relating to perimeter, circumference 

and area of various 2D shapes, as well as the volume of prisms. They will also identify conditions for 

the congruence of triangles and deduce the properties of quadrilaterals. 

 In Statistics and Probability, students will model authentic situations with two-way tables and Venn 

diagrams. They will investigate issues related to the collection of data and the effect of outliers on 

data. They will determine the probabilities of complementary events and calculate the sum of 

probabilities. 

 

The three different streams within two separate classes are designed to cater all students with different 

mathematical abilities. High achieving students will be challenged both inside and outside the classroom. 

There will be opportunities to participate in competitions, such as the Australian Mathematics Competition 

(AMC), the Kangorou Sans Frontieres (KSF) Competition and the Computational Algorithmic and Thinking 

(CAT) Competition. After-school tutoring is offered to students once a week for all those needing more 

support.  
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English 

The main components of the Year 8 course are reading and comprehending written language (both fiction 

and non-fiction), developing literacy skills and responding to non-print language (film and media). The 

course is designed to: 

1. Extend the student's capabilities for understanding and using language. 

2. Develop in each student an appreciation of their heritage of language and literature. 

3. Guide each student to a mastery of the conventions of Standard Australian English. 

4. Make each student familiar with a variety of forms of communication, written and oral. 

 

Some of the books and films studied and referred to are: 

 Soul Surfer  

 Little Brother 

 Black Cockatoo      

 Flight from Ledron 

 

Students will also study a varied range of texts such as biographies, newspapers, Australian ballads, 

Indigenous texts and science fiction. The aim of the course is to give students an understanding of the 

diversity of the English language and its use in various genres. 

 

Year 8 students will also engage in a number of oral presentations and discussions and learn the necessary 

language features and skills needed to engage an audience. 

 

Finally, one lesson per week is allocated to reading in the Library. Through this we are aiming to continue to 

allow students to continue to develop their literacy skills. Reading undoubtedly benefits the mind. To list 

some such benefits of reading: increased vocabulary, improved recognition of patterns in language, 

strengthening of memory and resilience, and exposure to new ideas. Our English teachers will also use this 

time to target and build key skills relating to reading and comprehension.   
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Science 

The Year 8 Western Australian Science Curriculum 

endeavours to provide opportunities for students to 

engage in the basic principles of science learning. These 

principles fall under four headings, namely Biology, 

Chemistry, Earth and Space, and Physics. 

 

 In Biology, students develop further 

understanding of living things. This includes 

examining a variety of cells and recognising 

their specialised structures and functions. They will also 

consider the circulatory, respiratory and reproductive systems of 

different organisms. 

 In Chemistry, students develop their understanding of the composition and behaviour of 

substances. They will explain the properties of the different states of matter (solid, liquid and gas); 

explore the differences between elements, compounds and mixtures; and locate different 

elements on the periodic table.  

 In Earth and Space, the concepts developed are concerned with Earth’s dynamic structure and its 

place in the cosmos. There will be focus on different types of rocks and minerals.  

 In Physics, students obtain understanding of the nature of forces, motion, matter and energy. In 

the topic of transferring and transforming energy, they will investigate different forms of energy, 

including movement (kinetic), heat and potential.  

 

Learning activities build on the work covered in Year 8. Practical Inquiries will continue to help in the 

development of hands-on scientific skills. Students will be provided opportunities to follow instructions, 

collect and record data. It is during practical learning events students learn to appreciate further the values 

of cooperation, discussion, negotiation and reviewing.  

 

High achieving students will be given an opportunity to participate in the Big Science competition. Students 

who need additional support will have the option to attend the after-school tutoring once a week to catch 

up on their study.   
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Humanities and Social Sciences 

Humanities and Social Sciences consists of Civics and 

Citizenship, Economics and Business, 

Geography and History. Students develop increasing 

independence in critical thinking and skill application, 

which includes questioning, researching, analysing, 

evaluating, communicating and reflecting. They apply 

these skills to investigate events, developments, issues 

and phenomena, both historical and contemporary. 

 

 In Year 8 Civics and Citizenship, students continue to build on their understanding of the concepts 

of the Westminster system, democracy and participation. They investigate the types of law in 

Australia and how they are made. They consider the responsibilities and freedoms of citizens, and 

how Australians can actively participate in their democracy. 

 In Economics and Business, the concept of markets is expanded to further develop students 

understanding of the concepts of interdependence, making choices and allocation. They consider 

how markets work and the rights, responsibilities and opportunities that arise for businesses, 

consumers and governments. Work and the future of work are explored as students consider the 

influences on the way people work now and consider how people will work in the future.  

 Geography has students studying the landscapes that make up the world, with a focus on coastal 

landscapes in particular. Students examine the uses for landscapes, the forces creating and 

changing them and how to manage issues affecting landscapes. Following on, a separate study into 

the movement of people across the world and within countries will give students an understanding 

of the reasons for migration and urbanisation.  

 The History focus for Year 8 is on the medieval world to the beginning of the modern period. 

Students consider how societies changed, what key beliefs and values emerged, and the causes and 

effects of contact between societies in this period. Particular focus is on medieval England and the 

changes to life that occurred, including the development of towns and cities, and changes to crime 

and punishment including the beginnings of the Common Law system. An in-depth study of the 

Black Death is also completed, analysing the impacts of a global pandemic and how that changed 

the world in its aftermath.  

 

Students will also be involved in the Australian History Competition and complete a field study of Point 

Peron as part of the Geography course. Depending on availability, students may also have the opportunity 

to meet with Andrew Hastie MP, federal member for Canning, and learn from him about the role of 

members of Parliament. Depending on special exhibits, students may also have the opportunity to visit the 

Maritime Museum.  
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Physical Education 

The Year 8 course in Physical Education offers a range of activities to assist students to approach physical 

fitness in a positive manner. These activities involve an array of motor skills to aid students learning across 

a variety of sports. One of the primary aims of the course is to promote and improve participation levels 

and enjoyment of regular physical activity amongst the students. The course also places an emphasis on 

developing self-management skills, which includes personal organisation, 

attitude, teamwork, ethics in sport and leadership skills.  

 

Assessments in this course are based on student achievement of 

prescribed outcomes in skill-based and theory-based components. 

Theoretical components form a minority weighting of the course and will 

include elements such as:   

 physical changes in response to exercise 

 basic understanding of linear motion 

 modifications of rules and scoring systems within designated 

sports 

 responses to movement challenges 

 

Skill-based assessments form a majority weighting of the course and will 

include assessment across a variety of sports within the year. Each year, all year groups will 

participate in the three main carnival sports, being swimming, cross-country and athletics. To complement 

these sports, each year group will then cover a variety of other sports. Sports are selected to ensure each 

year group has a selection of striking, evasion and net-wall sports. 

 

There are opportunities for Year 8 students to participate in sporting activities beyond their normal classes. 

The central focus of these activities are Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics for Inter-House an Inter-

school Carnivals. Students may also have the opportunity to participate in other College sporting events 

such lightening carnivals which are inclusive of sports such as basketball, netball, soccer and football. 

 

Health Education 

Year 8 students study a variety of topics during the year. These topics are designed to make them more 

aware of health-related issues and increase student awareness of their own health needs and the 

requirements for a healthy lifestyle. This is essentially a life skills course aimed at developing the student’s 

health and decision-making skills. 

 

Topics include: 

 Bullying and relationships 

 Cyber-safety 

 Making informed decisions 

 Adolescence and identity 

 Healthy communities (health promotion and diversity) 

 

Year 8 students are assessed on a variety of tasks including in-class and take-home tasks and assignments. 

Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions to help them make informed decisions 

regarding their own health and the wellbeing of others around them. The course emphasises the need to 

apply acquired knowledge and skills to everyday choices and attitudes. 
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Chinese 

Year 8 Chinese Second Language builds on the skills, knowledge 

and understanding required of students to communicate in the 

Chinese language developed in Year 7 and focuses on extending 

their oral and written communication skills and their 

understandings of Chinese language and culture. Students may 

need encouragement to take risks in learning a language at this 

stage of social development and to consider how the experience 

impacts on the sense of ‘norms’ associated with their first 

language and culture. 

 

Apart from the curriculum, students in Austin Cove Baptist College taking Chinese also get the 

opportunities to immerse themselves in abundant cultural experiences. Cultural aspects of Chinese are 

delivered in an engaging and innovative manner involving things such as:  

 cooking Chinese cuisine 

 watching educational videos 

 appreciating Chinese music and art 

 Chinese martial arts  

 Chinese paintings and calligraphy 

 making artefacts (e.g. paper cutting, Chinese origami, lanterns, kites, dragon boats) 

 

 

Information Technology 

In both society and education today, students are 

increasingly exposed to and required to use various forms 

of technology. In the academic sphere, this can be either 

to research, to learn about specific topics, or to present 

their work. The Year 8 course is designed to build on the 

skills introduced to students in Year 7 and then to 

challenge them to incorporate these skills into small 

projects.  

 

Information Technology is a subject that has a specific curriculum and 

includes the practical application of the ICT general capability. At Austin Cove Baptist College, we 

focus on software and skills that will assist the students with the remainder of their educational journey at 

the College as well as for their future outside of school. 

 

In Information Technology, students develop an understanding of the characteristics of data, digital 

systems, audiences, procedures and computational thinking. They apply this when they investigate, 

communicate and create digital solutions. Students must also develop an understanding of different social 

contexts; for example, acknowledging cultural practices and meeting legal obligations when communicating 

and collaborating online. 

 

The ICT capability involves students in learning to make the most of the technologies available to them, 

adapting to new ways of doing things as technologies evolve, and limiting the risks to themselves and 

others in a digital environment. 
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Elective Subjects (Performing Arts) 

Drama 

In Year 8, Drama students will continue to build on drama conventions and 

techniques introduced in Year 7 Drama. Students will explore these conventions 

through extended improvisation, play-building, self-devised group performance 

and appropriate published script excerpts. Students explore both verbal and 

non-verbal communication techniques and their importance in developing 

character and conveying dramatic meaning to audiences. Students will also 

investigate safe rehearsal techniques and theatre etiquette, as well as learn 

how to use reflective processes to further develop skills. 

 

Music 

In this subject, students will learn the basics of music theory and complete aural exercises. 

Students will research different music genres and be introduced to basic music recording processes. 

Students will have the opportunity to work in ‘cooperative learning groups’ to play instruments or work 

with computers. No previous music knowledge or experience is required.   

 

In Year 8, students are given further opportunities to develop 

music skills and knowledge when performing, composing and 

listening to music. They continue to develop aural skills and aural 

memory to identify, sing/play and notate simple rhythmic and 

melodic patterns and chord progressions. 

 

Students rehearse and perform solo and ensemble music, 

developing technical skills and expression. As performers and 

audience members, they make observations and express opinions about a range of music.  

 

Elective Subjects (Visual Arts) 
 

Media and Photography 

Students build on media concepts from previous years, 

through expansion of the basic communication model to 

include new and emerging media technologies. They apply 

their understanding of intended audience, purpose and 

context in their productions. They explore current trends in 

how audiences use media. 

 

Students begin to solve problems, work as a team, and follow timelines. They will learn to develop 

processes and strategies to achieve outcomes. They will learn safe and responsible use of media 

equipment. 

 

Students will also learn how to use cameras effectively and develop an insight into digital photography. The 

course will cover the principles of photography and camera use to ensure that students can utilise the basic 

automatic features of a camera and frame an image effectively. Photoshop will then be used to manipulate 

pictures and produce effective designs.  
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Visual Arts 
Year 8 Visual Arts is a course that allows students to build on their foundation skills in drawing techniques 

and to give students the opportunity to explore their creativity across a broad range of mediums including 

pencil, ink, charcoal, watercolour and pastels. Students will also be exploring the elements and principles of 

design and gain an understanding of how these are used by different artists to create their artwork. In Year 

8, students will investigate the artist, Margaret Preston and will gain an understanding of the type of works 

she created and use visual language to describe her works. 

 

In the second half of the course, students will have the opportunity to create a main production piece and 

this will be completed as a print-making task. Students will use linoleum to carve out designs and then use 

block inks to create various prints. Students will 

be exploring these designs using a variety of 

subject matter and will attempt to capture 

the intricate details of their subjects in their 

prints. 

 

The aim of this course is for students to learn 

the fundamental skills required in both the 

practical and theoretical elements of the 

course and to do so using a fun, hands-on 

approach to allow them to enjoy themselves as 

they explore their creativity. 

 

 

Elective Subjects (Design and Technologies) 
 

Food Science and Technology 

Food Science and Technology provides students with 

authentic learning challenges that foster curiosity, 

confidence, persistence, innovation, creativity, respect 

and cooperation. These attributes are necessary when 

using and developing solutions to make sense of 

complex ideas and relationships in all areas of 

learning. Through the practical application of Food 

Technologies, students develop dexterity and 

coordination through experiential activities. Food 

Science and Technology motivates young people 

and engages them in a range of learning experiences that are 

transferable to family and home, constructive leisure activities, community 

contribution and the world of work.  

 

Year 8 Food Science and Technology focuses on working safely and responsibly as well as basic skills used 

with cooking. Students discover the design process, learn about the food groups and a healthy living and 

influences on our food choices. Students will begin developing their understanding of different components 

of food and their impacts on nutrition.  
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Materials Design and Technology: Textiles 
Textiles can inspire our artistic passion, as well as provide for our basic needs. They are an essential part of 

everyday life and provide a connection to our past, present and future. The aim of this course is to provide 

an opportunity for students to learn practical skills and techniques while developing their creativity. 

Students will undertake project-based work where they follow the design process to produce a sustainable 

solution for a preconceived need.  

 

Students will learn basic hand and machine sewing 

techniques and compile a sample journal which will 

showcase their understanding of selected materials, 

skills and techniques developed during this course. The 

techniques covered will feature predominantly in the 

two focus areas selected for Year 8, being Apparel and 

Non-Apparel items. 

 

As part of the design process, students will investigate 

similar products available and consider which aspects 

they will include when creating their own product. 

Students will learn how to use simple commercial patterns 

as well as create one for a basic design. An understanding 

of the functional aspects of various materials will aid 

students to make appropriate choices for fabrics and 

embellishments.  

 

 
Materials Design and Technology: Wood 
The Year 8 Wood course is designed to help extend student’s 

manufacturing techniques as well as their knowledge of applied 

design. Students will create a multitude of varying projects based 

on client needs, research & relevant knowledge. Graphically 

representing their ideas to form part of their solutions.  

 

During the year, students will learn a range of new techniques 

used for joining, sanding, cutting and finishing. They will be 

learning how to safely use machines in conjunction to hand-skills. 

Students will also have the opportunity to work with a variety of 

different materials including natural timbers and man-made 

materials. Although this course is practically based, a section of 

theory is required to complete the course successfully. 
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Elective Subjects (Other) 
 

Physical Education Studies 

The Physical Education Studies elective is designed to be an introduction to the Physical Education Studies 

ATAR and General courses. The course is divided into units consisting of potential Senior School sports of 

study: Basketball, Netball, Badminton and Touch Football.  

 

The program develops students’ understanding of 

the rules, skills, strategies and tactics involved in 

the selected sports. In addition, opportunity is 

provided to enhance knowledge of various roles 

involved in the sports, such as officiating, coaching 

and competition administration. 

 

The elective is entirely practical in nature, aimed at 

enabling students to learn specialised movement 

skills with increasing proficiency and success. 

Assessment consists of student demonstration of 

learned skills in competitive situations. 

 
 

Contact Information 
 

For further information regarding pathways and subject choices, please contact: 

Deputy Principal (Curriculum): Mr Kea Levison – klevison@acbc.wa.edu.au 

 

Or the relevant Head of Department: 

English and Languages: Mrs Kellie King – kking@acbc.wa.edu.au 

Health and Physical Education: Mr Aled Price – aprice@acbc.wa.edu.au 

Humanities and Social Sciences: Mr Jason Devereux – jdevereux@acbc.wa.edu.au 

Mathematics and Science: Dr Jimmi Phangestu – jphangestu@acbc.wa.edu.au 

The Arts: Mr Kea Levison – klevison@acbc.wa.edu.au 
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