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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,  

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,  

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,  
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
Hebrews 12:1-2  
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This Information Booklet is designed to make the transition into Senior School as easy as possible, 

providing important and relevant information to assist in making informed decisions about 

education over this important period.  

 

It is crucial that the information is read through very carefully, particularly regarding requirements 

for entrance into post-compulsory education beyond Austin Cove Baptist College so that students 

do not limit their chances or exclude themselves from any course of study.  

 

In Year 11 and 12, students complete a program of study involving Western Australian Certificate 

of Education (WACE) courses, Vocational Education and Training (VET) packages or Endorsed 

programs.  

 

There are two groups of WACE courses: 

 

 ATAR – for students who are typically aiming to enrol in University directly from school. 

These courses will be examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) 

and the results accepted by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) for the purposes 

of university entrance. 

 General and Foundation – for students who are typically aiming to enter further training or 

the workforce directly from school.  

 

Each course has four units; each unit is normally completed in a semester. Units 1 and 2 are 

studied as a pair in Year 11, while Units 3 and 4 are a pair in Year 12. The complexity of the 

syllabus increases from Year 11 to Year 12. A student cannot enrol in Units 3 and 4 of a course in 

Year 11 and then complete Units 1 and 2 from the same course in Year 12. 

 

Vocational Education and Training – is delivered as a 5 period per week school timetabled 

course.  

 

Endorsed programs – can be completed through the College. Endorsed programs also contribute 

to the achievement of the WACE. Students can enrol in the endorsed program of Workplace 

Learning through the College. 

 

All students at Austin Cove Baptist College in Year 11 will study six courses in addition to Applied 

Christian Education (2 periods), a General Study Period and a choice of either Physical Education 

or Study Periods (2 periods). Generally, students study the same six courses in Year 12 that they 

took in Year 11.  

 

Students applying for university entrance must take at least four ATAR courses in Year 12, in 

which they must sit the external examination, so that there are four subjects that can be used to 

calculate an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). Students not applying for university 

entrance are not required to take ATAR courses. 

 

All WACE Courses are governed by the syllabuses and assessment structures determined  

by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA). In accordance with their guidelines, 

students will be awarded an A-E grade in all Courses at the conclusion of both Year 11 and 12. 
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These grades appear on each student’s Western Australian Statement of  

Student Achievement (WASSA), issued by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority  

when the student finishes school. All completed Courses will show a level of achievement for each 

course undertaken. For Courses where the external exam is undertaken, the ATAR will be 

calculated based on 50% of the school mark and 50% of the external assessment after 

moderation, standardisation and scaling. 

 

It is unwise for a student intending to apply for TAFE to study difficult ATAR courses and achieve 

lower grades than he/she would in General courses. Past experience shows that students 

achieving grades of D in more difficult courses may miss out on both university entrance and 

vocational training (TAFE) entrance because: 

1. Their TEA aggregates are too low for university entrance 

2. They are beaten to vocational education places by students with higher grades often in 

easier courses. 

 

The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), is awarded to secondary students 

who satisfy its requirements through Years 11 and 12. 

To qualify for the WACE, students must: 

 Demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy (OLNA) 

 Complete at least 20 units or equivalents, including at least 10 or equivalent in Year 12 

 Complete five or more ATAR/General courses or complete a Certificate II or higher 

 Achieve a C grade or better across the best 14 course units, or equivalent, from which at 

least six must be in Year 12 

 Complete two Year 11 English units and a pair of English units in Year 12 

 Complete at least one pair of units from each of List A (arts/languages/social science) and 

List B (mathematics/science/technology) in Year 12 

Note: VET and Endorsed programs contribute to both completed units and reduce the required 

number of C grades. These are the ‘equivalent’ courses referred to above. 

 

List A 

(Arts/Languages/HASS) 

List B 

(Mathematics/PE/Science/Technology) 

BME Business Management & Enterprise CHE Chemistry 

DRA Drama FST Food Science and Technology 

ENG English HBY Human Biology 

HIM Modern History MAT Mathematics 

MPA Media Production and Analysis MDT Materials Design and Technology 

PAL Politics and Law OED Outdoor Education 

VAR Visual Arts PES Physical Education Studies 

  PHY Physics 

  PSY Psychology 

 

The minimum literacy and numeracy standards are described as the skills regarded as 

essential for individuals to meet the demands of everyday life and work in a knowledge-based 

economy. A student meets this minimum standard through either Year 9 NAPLAN, achieving band 

8 or higher, or the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Years 10, 11 or 12 every 

March and September, until the minimum standard is met. 

 

A student who is unable to meet the minimum standard of Literacy and Numeracy by the end of 

Year 10 qualifies for the Foundation courses of Mathematics and English; however, if students 

pass the OLNA in March of Year 11, they will need to enrol in the General course. 
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To gain entrance to one of the four public universities (Edith Cowan, Curtin, Murdoch or The 

University of Western Australia), a student must satisfy all of the following conditions: 

 

1. Achieve the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 

2. Achieve the required university standard for English, generally by achieving a scaled 

score of 50 or higher in ATAR English (with other alternative ways possible) 

3. Achieve a Sufficiently High ATAR in Year 12 

4. Satisfy any prerequisites or special entrance requirements for entry to particular 

courses. 

 

Prerequisites are courses or special requirements that must be successfully completed for entry to 

particular university courses. 

 

For some university courses the special requirements may include bridging course units, 

interviews, auditions, folio presentations, manual dexterity tests, etc. Detailed information is 

available from the individual university websites. 

 

 

During the year, the marks received from all assessments will account for 50% of your final mark 

for each course, with the other 50% coming from your final WACE exams in November. Based on 

the performance of the class in these WACE exams, the school mark will be moderated up or 

down. Then each course is standardised to give a state mean of 60 and standard deviation of 14. 

Finally courses are ranked against each other to determine difficulty and scores are scaled up or 

down. 

 

The highest four final course adjusted marks will be combined taking into account any 

unacceptable combinations to produce a Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA). The TEA is a number 

out of 430, being up to 100% for each of 4 courses, plus up to 30% worth of bonuses. There is a 

10% bonus attached to all Languages, plus Mathematics Methods and Specialist. So the score 

received in these courses is multiplied by 1.1. 

 

The following unacceptable subject combinations cannot be used in calculating the TEA of a 

student. It may be possible to take both courses and for them to count toward the WACE, but the 

result in only one may be used to calculate the TEA/ATAR. 

 English with either English as an Additional Language/Dialect or with Literature 

 English as an Additional Language/Dialect with Literature 

 Mathematics Applications with either Mathematics Methods or Mathematics Specialist 

 

Finally the TEA is then converted to an ATAR by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC). 

This is done by taking into account the number of students with a TEA and the number of people of 

Year 12 School leaving age in the state. 
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Admission into university is competitive and the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank  

is the basis of admission to most university courses. Students are ranked in order of merit based 

on their ATAR. It reports student rank relative to all other WA students of Year 12 School leaving 

age, with scores ranging between zero and 99.95. For example, an ATAR of 75.00 indicates that 

you have an overall rating equal to or better than 75% of the Year 12 school leaving age population 

in Western Australia.  

 

This table is constructed annually and an example of the table and how course marks are 

converted to an ATAR is below.  

 

Example table: 

ATAR TEA 
Average per 

Subject 

50.00 178 44.5% 

60.00 198 49.5% 

70.00 218 54.5% 

75.00 230 57.5% 

80.00 243 60.75% 

90.00 278 69.5% 

95.00 305 76.25% 

99.00 351 87.87% 

99.95 405 101.25% 

 

 Example – Four WACE ATAR Courses Final Adjusted Marks 

Course Scaled Score 

English 64 

Mathematics Applications 78 

Modern History 67 

Geography 69 

 

Four subject sum:    64 + 78 + 67 + 69 = 278 

TEA = 𝟐𝟕𝟖  ATAR = 𝟗𝟎. 𝟎𝟎 

 

Example – Six WACE ATAR Courses  

Course Scaled Score 

English 71 

Mathematics Methods 82 

Physical Education Studies 69 

Human Biological Science 75 

Drama 55 

Food Science and Technology 53 

 

Best four course sum:   71 + 82 + 69 + 75 + 8.2 (Methods Bonus) = 305 

TEA = 𝟑𝟎𝟓      ATAR = 𝟗𝟓. 𝟎𝟎 
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Each ATAR course has an ATAR examination, which all Year 12 students are required to sit and 

make a genuine attempt, otherwise the course will be deemed incomplete and not count towards a 

student’s WACE. Some courses have practical examinations also, which will be sat in the Term 3 

holidays. There are procedures for students who are sick or encounter a misadventure on the 

scheduled date of an examination. 

 

All students enrolled in General and Foundation subjects will are required to sit an Externally Set 

Task (EST) during Term 2 of Year 12. This is set by SCSA but sat at the College. 

 

 

Entering into full-time study for most TAFE qualifications requires you to apply through the TAFE 

Admissions Centre. Their applications can be done online or by paper method.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each qualification offered by TAFE is divided into two groups:  

 

Non-competitive qualifications require applicants to address only the ‘Minimum Entry 

Requirements’, where there are more places than applicants (approximately 70% of courses). 

 

Competitive qualifications, where there are more applicants than places, require applicants to 

address both ‘minimum entry requirements and selection criteria’. 

 

The ‘minimum entry requirements’ refer to demonstrating literacy and numeracy skills, which range 

from achievement of the OLNA for a Certificate II or III course, up to achievement of the WACE for 

diplomas. 

 

The ‘selection criteria’ refers to a point total. Up to 60 academic points are gained from C to A 

grades for Years 10 to 12, as per the below table. 30 work history points are available for 

employment, community service and volunteering at a rate of 0.003 points per hour. 

 

Year WACE course C grade B Grade A Grade 

Year 10  6 8 10 

Year 11 or 12 Foundation 6 8 10 

Year 11 General 11 12.5 14 

Year 11 ATAR 14 16 18 

Year 12 General 14 15 16 

Year 12 ATAR 18 20 20 

 

For more information, please contact 

TAFEWA Admissions 

Postal address: PO Box 7810, 

Cloisters Square, Perth, WA 6850 

T: (08) 9238 2288 
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VET can be undertaken as a part of the WACE and provides students with a range of post-school 

options and pathways. The successful completion of a VET course provides students with a 

nationally recognised VET qualification within the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). 

Students who enrol in Foundation courses must complete at least one Certificate II or higher 

qualification in order to meet the requirements for WACE achievement. 

  

Typically the student is enrolled as a full time student who completes a VET program within school 

hours as part of the senior secondary program. Students may be enrolled in a VET course 

provided by an external provider and study on-line or be off-campus one day per week. 

 

 

WPL is a SCSA developed endorsed program that is managed by individual schools. To complete 

the program, a student works in one or more real workplaces to develop a set of transferable 

workplace skills. A student must record the number of completed hours and the tasks undertaken 

in SCSA’s Workplace Learning Logbook. A student must also provide evidence of his/her 

knowledge and understanding of the workplace skills by completing this logbook. 

 

Unit equivalence for Workplace Learning endorsed program is based on one unit equivalent for 

each 55 hours completed in the workplace to a maximum of four units (220 hours). 

 

Students wishing to participate in Workplace Learning are able to complete their hours outside of 

school time or be out of the College for one day per week. Therefore WPL places are limited and 

not available to students pursuing an ATAR pathway or students who are not able to keep up with 

their courses. 

 

Students selecting Workplace Learning as one of their courses in Year 11 will be required to 

complete an application form before approval of a work placement.  

 

Not all applicants are accepted. Students must have a positive attitude towards school and be 

motivated to learn from different situations. They will also need to display a mature attitude toward 

their work placement. 

 

Please note: it is the student’s responsibility to catch up on school work missed during their 

placement. Students are required to be present during examination periods at the end of Semester 

1 and 2 if the exam clashes with WPL or an external VET course. 

 

Some government websites that are devoted to career pathways can be found at: 

www.myfuture.edu.au 

www.YourCareer.gov.au 

  

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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ATAR Pathway – select 5 or 6 ATAR courses 

General Pathway – select 6 General courses or 5 General and 1 VET 

Foundation Pathway – select Mathematics &/or English Foundation, 1 VET course and the rest 

as General courses 

 

Students will need to discuss their choices with the relevant Head of Department if they fall outside 

these recommendations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ATAR Courses Recommendation 

Business Management & Enterprise Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Humanities 

Chemistry Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science 

Drama C grade in Year 10.1 English 

English Strong C grade in Year 10.1 English, A or B grade in Year 10.2 English 

Food Science and Technology C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in Year 10.1 English 

Human Biology Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in Year 10.1 English 

Mathematics Applications C grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics  

Mathematics Methods B grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics 

Mathematics Specialist A grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics 

Modern History B grade in Year 10.1 Humanities and C grade in Year 10.1 English 

Physical Education Studies C grade in Year 10.1 Science  

Physics Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics 

Politics and Law Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Humanities and strong C grade in Year 10.1 English 

Psychology Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in Year 10.1 English 

General Courses Recommendation 

Business Management & Enterprise Nil 

Drama Nil but Year 10 Drama advisable 

English Nil 

Food Science and Technology Nil 

Human Biology C grade in Year 10.1 or 10.2 Science 

Mathematics Essential Nil 

Media Production and Analysis Nil but Year 10 Media advisable 

Outdoor Education Must pass a run-swim-run test  

Physical Education Studies Nil 

Materials D&T – Textiles Nil but Year 10 Textiles advisable 

Materials D&T – Wood Nil but Year 10 Wood advisable 

Visual Arts Nil but Year 10 Visual Arts advisable 

Foundation Courses Recommendation 

English Foundation For students who have not yet demonstrated OLNA Literacy standards 

Mathematics Foundation 
For students who have not yet demonstrated OLNA Literacy and/or Numeracy 
standards 

VET Courses Recommendation 

Cert II Financial Services Nil 

Cert II Music Nil 

Cert II or III Business Nil 

Cert III Early Childhood Education Nil 



  

 

11 

 

Drama ATAR 

Drama General 

Media Production & Analysis General 

Visual Arts General 

 

Prerequisites: C grade in Year 10.1 English 

 

The Drama courses build invaluable qualities for contemporary living such as confidence, empathy, 

understanding about human experience, and a sense of identity and belonging. 

 

By studying Drama, students develop transferable skills of creative problem solving, collaboration, 

innovation, flexibility, social skills, self-regulation and leadership. During the course, students work 

independently and collaboratively, learning time management skills, showing initiative and 

demonstrating leadership and interpersonal skills. The Drama courses require students to develop 

and practise problem-solving skills through creative and analytical thinking processes.  

 

The Drama courses require students to develop and practise problem-solving skills through 

creative and analytical thinking processes, whilst also learning time management skills, showing 

initiative and demonstrating leadership and interpersonal skills. Students studying Drama engage 

in both Australian and world drama practice, understanding the experience of other times, places 

and cultures in an accessible, meaningful and enjoyable way.  

 

Both ATAR and General Drama students rehearse and present an upper school production. Some 

after school rehearsals may be required for productions, however the majority of rehearsals are 

conducted within school hours. 

 

Assessment in the ATAR Drama course comprises of 50% theory and 50% practical. 

 

Students studying Drama ATAR at Austin Cove focus on drama in practice as they integrate their 

knowledge and skills. Students use the elements and conventions of drama to develop and present 

ideas and explore personal and cultural issues. Students engage in drama processes such as 

improvisation and text interpretation, which allow them to create original drama and interpret a 

range of Australian and world texts. Their work in this course includes production and design 

aspects such as sets, costumes, props, sound and lighting. Increasingly, students use 

technologies such as digital sound and multimedia.  

 

Students also develop monologue techniques as well as refine their skills in presenting duologues 

and scenes. 

 

Practitioners studied in ATAR Drama are selected from the following: Konstantin Stanislavski, 

Bertolt Brecht, Anne Bogart, Uta Hagen, Robert Cohen, David Mamet, Sanford Meisner, Antonin 

Artaud, Frantic Assembly and Steven Berkoff. 
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Assessment in this course comprises of 30% theory and 70% practical. 

 

Students studying Drama General at Austin Cove 

focus on the skills, techniques and conventions of 

dramatic storytelling within representational and 

presentational performance styles. Students also 

explore drama performance events by rehearsing 

and presenting the upper school production. 

Students use the elements of drama to explore 

personal and cultural issues, as well as engage in 

drama processes that allow them to create original 

drama and interpret a range of Australian and world 

texts. Their work in this course includes production 

and design aspects involving sets, costumes, sound 

and lighting. Students also explore the use of 

technologies such as digital sound and multimedia. 

 

Practitioners studied in General Drama include Konstantin Stanislavski, Uta Hagen, Jacques 

Lecoq, Rudolf Laban and Bertolt Brecht 

 

 

The Media Production and Analysis General course aims to prepare students for a future in a 

digital and interconnected world by providing the skills, knowledge and understandings to tell their 

own stories and interpret the stories of others. Students learn the languages of media 

communication and how a story is constructed using representations. Students are encouraged to 

explore, experiment and interpret their world, reflecting and analysing contemporary life while 

understanding that this is done under social, cultural and institutional constraints. Students, as 

users and creators of media products, consider the important role of audiences and their context. 

Through the process of investigation, students are able to engage with topics, issues and themes 

which have global and local relevance and artistic movements and styles which in turn, create new 

notions of media aesthetics. 
 

The production of media work enables students to demonstrate their understanding of the key 

concepts of media languages, representation, audience, production, skills and processes as well 

as express their creativity and originality. When producing media work, students learn to make 

decisions about all aspects of production, including creative choices across pre-production, 

production and post-production phases. This provides an opportunity for students to reflect on and 

discuss their own creative work, intentions and outcomes. Within this process, skills are developed 

enabling students to manipulate technologies which simulate industry experiences. 

Students are responsible for the promotional and archival material for the College Drama and 

Music productions. 
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The Visual Arts General course encompasses both practical and 

theoretical aspects. The assessment ratios for the course comprise 

of 30% theory and 70% practical.  

 

In the practical component of the course, students will have 

opportunities to engage in the development of their ideas in their art 

folio through the construction of a range of sketches (such as 

contour line drawings, gesture line drawings and tonal rendered 

drawings). They will also experiment with their ideas using a variety 

of wet and dry mediums (such as ink drawings, watercolours, life 

pencils, charcoals, acrylic paint etc). Students will learn how to 

create a visual journey of their ideas culminating in the creation of a 

final composition that expresses their ideas based on a student 

brief. Upon the conclusion of the development of their artistic 

designs and ideas, students will then complete a resolved final 

artwork. Resolved artworks could include acrylic painting on canvas, 

formal rendered drawings, ink drawings, ceramic sculptures.  

 

In the theoretical aspect of the course, students will develop an understanding and appreciation for 

artistic language conventions. Students will learn visual language terminology that will enable them 

to appreciate and make informed evaluations of artworks. Students will be exposed to a variety of 

visual images from contemporary artists as well as artists from various art movements dating back 

in history (eg-surrealism). Students will investigate artists, develop an understanding of their work 

and influences and use these artists to help inspire their own creations. Students will learn to 

critically analyse artworks, using visual language skills to interpret meaning from the works. 

Students will also develop the ability to annotate their sketches/drawings to assist them in creating 

a visual and written journey of their ideas from the early conception of their initial idea to the final 

completion of their resolved artwork. 
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English ATAR 

English General 

English Foundation 

 

Prerequisites: Strong C grade in Year 10.1 English, A or B grade in Year 10.2 English 

 

The English ATAR course focuses on developing students’ analytical, creative critical thinking and 

communication skills in all language modes. It encourages students to critically engage with texts 

from their contemporary world, with texts from the past and with texts from Australian and other 

cultures. Such engagement helps students develop a sense of themselves, their world and their 

place in it.           (SCSA Syllabus) 

 

At Austin Cove Baptist College our texts and topics in Year 11 ATAR English are focused on 

developing in students an awareness of their nation and place within a global society that has 

faced, and is facing, ongoing issues. As they grow in awareness of these issues they should be 

able to thoughtfully critique texts and creatively respond to the ideas they find engaging.  

 

Year 11 begins with developing an understanding of racism within Australia and other nations. The 

course moves on to consider the development of the environmental movement and how, 

contextually, contemporary and past audiences engage with these topics differently. Comparison 

abilities are further developed as the course progresses to look at the emergence of the social 

grouping of teens and how this group has changed as a demographic in both Australia and the 

world.  

 

 

The English General course focuses on consolidating and refining the skills and knowledge 

needed by students to become competent, confident and engaged users of English in everyday, 

community, social, further education, training and workplace contexts. The English General course 

is designed to provide students with the skills that will empower them to succeed in a wide range of 

post-secondary pathways.         (SCSA Syllabus) 

 

An overall goal of the General course at Austin Cove Baptist College is to see students develop 

confidence in voicing their own viewpoints. The course aims to support students as they grow in 

awareness of themselves and their society enabling them to be more informed and critical 

members of society.  

 

One of the key ideas considered in this subject is the concept of the ‘outsider’ and students are 

encouraged to reflect on and develop an understanding of this. It further encourages students how 

to have a voice in the wider community through developing an understanding of workplace, 

community and local issues to name a few topics considered. Independent decision-making is 

embedded in this process. Finally, a popular element of the course for students is the study of 

fictional and real-life heroism and how society represents those we look up to.  
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Prerequisites: Students who have not yet demonstrated OLNA Literacy standards 

 

The English Foundation course aims to develop students’ skills in reading, writing, viewing, 

speaking and listening in work, learning, community and everyday personal contexts. Students 

undertaking this course will develop skills in the use of functional language conventions, including 

spelling, punctuation and grammar. Sound literacy skills are required for comprehending and 

producing texts; for communicating effectively in a learning or working environment, within a 

community or for self-reflection; and for establishing one’s sense of individual worth.  

(SCSA Syllabus) 

 

Students who have not yet passed OLNA are encouraged to choose the Year 11 Foundation 

English course. The course is designed to develop in students the skills required to prepare for 

OLNA but also, and importantly, the skills needed for the workplace and effective functioning in 

society. 

 

Students study everyday texts and build confidence in communication through tasks that are 

largely compatible with the texts studied in General English. This allows for a seamless transition 

between classes as SCSA requirements are such that if OLNA is passed students need to be 

reallocated to General English.  

 

Year 11 texts and topics are initially focused on the idea of being an ‘outsider’. Students are 

encouraged to recognise their own viewpoints and advocate for themselves across different 

contexts such as future workplaces and wider society. Later in the year they consider both fictional 

and real-life heroes and develop assertions and understandings regarding these topics.  
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Outdoor Education General 

Physical Education Studies ATAR 

Physical Education Studies General 

 

 

Through interaction with the natural world, the 

Outdoor Education General course aims to 

develop an understanding of our relationships 

with the environment, others and ourselves. 

The ultimate goal of the course is to contribute 

towards a sustainable world. 

 

The Outdoor Education General course is 

based on the experiential learning cycle. This 

cycle is made up of three stages: plan, do and 

review. Students plan for outdoor experiences, 

participate in these experiences and reflect on 

their involvement. Activities offered include 

surfing, body boarding, snorkelling, fishing, 

archery, mountain biking, hiking. 

 

Expeditions are a large part of Outdoor 

Education where students explore 

environmental management strategies. They 

will learn practical skills that encourage them 

to engage with nature whilst minimising their impact  

on the environment and gaining an understanding of the importance of a positive relationship with 

nature. There are two expeditions per year for two nights each and both of these are compulsory, 

as mandated by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority. Students are required to pass a 

fitness and swimming test at the commencement of the course. 

 

Students will need to provide their own 80L hiking rucksack, boots, long sleeved clothes, wide 

brimmed hat and sleeping bag, plus a mountain bike, helmet, snorkel, goggles, fins and rain jacket. 

An optional item would include a wetsuit if students are prone to getting cold. 
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Physical Education Studies contributes to the development of students’ physical, social and 

emotional growth. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on understanding and improving 

performance in physical activities. The course appeals to students, with varying backgrounds, 

physical activity knowledge and dispositions.  

 

 

Students analyse the performance of themselves and others, apply theoretical principles and plan 

programs to enhance performance. Physical activity and sport are used to develop skills and 

performance, along with an understanding of physiological, anatomical, psychological, 

biomechanical and skill learning applications. 

 

Assessment in this course comprises of 70% theory and 30% practical. Sports studied may include 

basketball, netball, volleyball, badminton and touch rugby. Students will be required to sit an 

external theory and practical exam (in a sport of their choice) at the end of Year 12. 

 

The Physical Education Studies General course focuses on the complex interrelationships 

between motor learning and psychological, biomechanical and physiological factors that influence 

individual and team performance. Students engage as performers, leaders, coaches, analysts and 

planners of physical activity. Learning in the Physical Education Studies General course is 

predominantly practical, requiring active participation in physical activities that benefit learning 

experiences such as sporting contexts, fitness profiling and rehabilitation techniques. 

 

Assessment in this course comprises of 50% theory and 50% practical. Sports studied may include 

basketball, netball, volleyball, badminton and touch rugby. Students will be required to sit an 

Externally Set Task (EST) on select theory content in Year 12. 
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Business Management and Enterprise ATAR 

Business Management and Enterprise General 

Modern History ATAR 

Politics and Law ATAR 

 

 

The Business Management and Enterprise course is offered as both ATAR and General options. 

Each of these courses are divided into three areas: business environments, management and 

people giving students of both courses an overview of the knowledge and skills needed for running 

a small business. Students in both courses will use a business simulator, CapsimCore, to allow 

them to put some of their knowledge into practice and compete against their peers.  
 

  

Prerequisites: Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Humanities 

The Business Management and Enterprise ATAR course focuses on business planning, marketing 

and growth, and opportunities provided for business by technology and the global environment. 

Students study a variety of real world and hypothetical examples to better understand business 

decisions and the factors that affect decision making.  
 

Students will complete a variety of assessments requiring students to research existing businesses 

as well as analyse given case studies. Through their analysis, students will be required to make 

justified recommendations on future actions that the businesses should take in order to achieve 

success. As students become more familiar with a variety of businesses, they will be able to apply 

examples of good practice from one business to new businesses to deepen their understanding of 

business environments and management.  
 

Students will also learn about a variety of laws, regulations and policies that influence and affect 

businesses, including employment and health and safety standards. A basic understanding of 

finances will also be developed. Basic accounting knowledge and skills and financial literacy 

enables managers to understand financial documents and reports relating to profitability and cash 

flow.  
 

  

The Business Management and Enterprise General course focuses on establishing and operating 

a small business in Australia and aims to provide students with an understanding of the knowledge 

and skills of the processes and procedures required for generating business ideas and turning 

them into a viable business venture. Similar to the ATAR course, students will use research into 

existing businesses and hypothetical case studies to examine the factors that impact on business 

innovation and success, business planning, and legal aspects of running a small business. The 

course equips students to participate proactively in the world of business, behave responsibly and 

demonstrate integrity in business activities. 
 

The focus in Business Management and Enterprise General is on developing a basic 

understanding of the many different areas a small business manager needs to consider including: 

staffing, finances, marketing, customer service and loyalty, business ownership and registration, 

and basic legal requirements for operating a business.  
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Prerequisites: B grade in Year 10.1 Humanities and C grade in Year 10.1 English 

 

In the Modern History ATAR course students study the forces that have shaped today’s world and 

provides them with a broader and deeper comprehension of the world in which they live. In Year 

11, students will complete semester long studies on the USA (focussing on the 1920’s and 30’s), 

and Germany (focussing on the rise and fall of the Nazis). In Year 12, students will go on to study 

Communist Russia (from the Revolution to the death of Stalin) and the Modern Middle East (mostly 

post World War II). While the focus is on the 20th century, the course refers back to formative 

changes from the late 18th century onwards and encourages students to make connections with 

the changing world of the 21st century. 

 

The Modern History ATAR course begins with a study of key developments that have helped to 

define the modern world, with special attention given to important ideas and their consequences. 

This provides a context for a study of movements for change in the 20th century that have 

challenged the authority of the nation-state, the principal form of political organisation in the 

modern world. Students then investigate crises that confronted nation-states in the 20th century, 

the responses to these crises and the different paths nations have taken in the modern world. The 

course concludes with a study of the distinctive features of world order that have emerged since 

World War II and that are central to an understanding of the present. 

 

Prerequisites: Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Humanities and strong C grade in Year 10.1 

English 

 

Politics and Law is an in-depth study of Australia’s political and legal systems, significant cases 

and issues in Australia’s past, and current and contemporary debates. Politics and Law looks at 

the both Australia’s political and legal systems in isolation as well as how they influence each 

other. The study of politics examines the structures and processes through which individuals and 

groups with different interests, beliefs and goals, deliberate and negotiate in order to make 

choices, respond to changing circumstances and enact laws. The study of law examines the 

system of laws governing the conduct of the people of a community, society or nation, in response 

to the need for regularity, consistency and justice based upon collective human experience. 

 

Components of the course also involve the study of other political and legal systems around the 

world in order to compare similarities and differences with Australia’s system. This challenges 

students to critically examine the effectiveness of political and legal systems using criteria, such as 

openness, responsiveness and accountability of those systems.  

 

Students studying Politics and Law ATAR may also get the opportunity to be involved in the Mock 

Trial Competition organised by the Law Society of WA. This will allow students to put into practice 

skills and knowledge gained from their studies, gaining valuable experiences at the Supreme Court 

of WA or the Mandurah Courthouse.   
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Mathematics Specialist  

Mathematics Methods  

Mathematics Applications  

Mathematics Essential  

Mathematics Foundation 

 

Prerequisites: A grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics 

Extra requirement: Students must also choose Mathematics Methods 

 

All numbers that students have learnt since primary school are categorised as real numbers. Most 

people are not aware of the existence of an imaginary number! One of the topics that students will 

learn in Mathematics Specialist complex numbers which are numbers that involve both real and 

imaginary numbers. Although these imaginary numbers were seen as useless in the past, they 

have become particularly useful in many applications over time!  

 

Mathematics Specialist is the most advanced mathematics course for ATAR level and needs to be 

completed in conjunction with Mathematics Methods. In this course, students will use and build on 

the concepts and ideas presented in the Mathematics Methods course. There will be more 

opportunities to develop rigorous mathematical arguments and logical proofs, and to use 

mathematical models more extensively.  

 

Mathematics Specialist is recommended for students who have strong passion in mathematics, 

have achieved a very strong grade in lower school and aim to study specialised university courses 

such as engineering, physical sciences and mathematics. Students will also receive a 10% bonus 

of their final score for completing this course.  

 

Prerequisites: B grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics 

 

How do you determine the current speed of your vehicle without knowing the change in distance 

travelled and change in time? How do you determine marginal cost and revenue and predict 

maximum profit in Economics? How do you formulate birth and death rate in Biology? How do you 

predict reaction rates and radioactive decay in Chemistry? How do you figure out the best shape of 

a box given a piece of cardboard so you get the maximum volume? The answer to all of the above 

is by using Calculus. 

 

Calculus is a branch of mathematics that students will learn in Mathematics Methods. It provides a 

basis for understanding rates of change in the physical world. Students will also develop their 

understanding and skills in statistical analysis. They will extend their ability to describe and analyse 

phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation.   

 

Mathematics Methods is recommended for students who wish to undertake further studies in 

disciplines in which mathematics and statistics have important roles, including but not limited to 

Physical, Health and Social Sciences. Like Mathematics Specialist, students will also be rewarded 

a 10% bonus of their final score for completing this course.  
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Prerequisites: C grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics 

 

Most tertiary studies or employment pathways require some mathematical understanding and 

skills, but many of them do not require knowledge of Calculus, which is presented in Mathematics 

Methods and Specialist. Mathematics Applications is an ATAR course that is designed for those 

students who have a wide range of education and employment aspirations. 

 

Mathematics Applications focuses on the use of mathematics to solve problems in contexts that 

involve financial modelling, geometric and trigonometric analysis, graphical and network analysis, 

and growth and decay in sequences. Students will develop mathematical modelling, systematic 

strategies as well as investigative and analytical skills to solve problems. Many of the concepts are 

linked to real life applications, such as earning and managing money, loans and investments, 

bearings in navigation and time series data.  

 

 

There is no doubt that mathematics plays an important role in many aspects of individuals’ lives, 

including workplace contexts, sport, music, personal finances, scheduling and daily routines such 

as cooking and shopping.   

 

Mathematics Essential is a General course which focuses on using mathematics effectively, 

efficiently and critically to make informed decisions. It provides students with the mathematical 

knowledge, skills and understanding to solve problems in real contexts for a range of workplace, 

personal, further learning and community settings. This course provides the opportunity for 

students to prepare for post-school options of employment and further training.  

 

Prerequisites: Students who have not yet demonstrated OLNA Literacy and/or Numeracy 

standards 

 

Students who have not yet passed the numeracy component of OLNA are encouraged to choose 

the Year 11 Mathematics Foundation course. The course focuses on building the capacity, 

confidence and disposition to use mathematics to meet the numeracy standard for OLNA. It also 

provides students with the knowledge, skills and understanding to solve problems across a range 

of contexts, including personal, community and workplace/employment.  

 

Students will deepen their fluency and understanding of basic fundamental mathematics and 

develop skills to solve problems in real life. They will get opportunities to complete many practice 

questions to help them meet the numeracy standard required to achieve their WACE.  
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Human Biology ATAR 

Human Biology General 

Chemistry ATAR 

Physics ATAR 

Psychology ATAR 

 

 

 

In Human Biology, students will learn about the structure and function 

of the human body, from cells to systems, leading to an 

understanding of how our bodies work to keep us alive. Genetics and 

reproduction are covered, giving students an understanding of 

inheritance and reproductive processes. 

 

The Human Biology ATAR and General courses are highly 

recommended for those students who wish to pursue a career in the 

health sector and related professions, and for those who want to 

understand more about how our bodies function.   

 

 

  

Prerequisites: Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in Year 10.1 English 

The Human Biology ATAR course requires a significant amount of detailed learning as well as the 

ability to communicate effectively. The topics are covered in more depth. Students will also 

consider new discoveries that have increased our understanding of the causes of disease and the 

new treatments that are available. There will be many opportunities for practical activities that will 

consolidate students’ understanding and develop their science inquiry skills.  

 

 

Prerequisites: C grade in Year 10.1 or 10.2 Science  

In addition to genetics and reproductive processes, students will gain a broad understanding of 

foetal development in Human Biology General. They will investigate the influence of lifestyle on the 

health of the individual and the foetus. Practical activities are integral to the course and will help 

students further consolidate their understanding, developing their science inquiry and 

communication skills. 
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Prerequisites: Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science 

 

Chemistry is the study of materials and substances and the transformation they undergo through 

interactions and the transfer of energy. It is extensively connected to other scientific fields, such as 

Physics, Geology, Biology and Astronomy. Students will have an opportunity to look at real-world 

chemistry, including both common everyday reactions as well as chemistry used to adapt and 

control systems for world economic, social and environmental needs. 

 

Students will learn about chemical fundamentals, using models of atomic structure and bonding, to 

understand structure, properties and reactions of different elements, compounds and reactions, 

including an introduction to organic chemistry in unit 1. In unit 2, student use this content to go 

more in depth, to learn about bonding models and relationships, reaction rates, intermolecular 

forces and acid base chemistry. This happens alongside the use of calculations used for chemical 

reactions, both as written examples and for practical experiments that students will have the 

opportunity to complete throughout the year. 

Prerequisites: Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in Year 10.1 Mathematics 

 

Physics is a science course on offer that is most mathematical, taking concepts that have been 

learnt in mathematics courses and applying them into real life situations. Students will learn and 

need to apply various formulae, including Einstein’s famous formula, 𝐸 = 𝑚𝑐2! 

 

Students will learn Newton’s laws in depth when learning linear motion and vectors. They will 

understand the various properties of waves within the medical and geophysical industries, 

electrical circuits and the energy within these systems, heating processes including transfer and 

conservation, nuclear reactions, including decay, radiation and nuclear stability. 

 

While the exams will be entirely written, there will be hands-on experiments conducted throughout 

the course to reinforce the theoretical knowledge being taught and develop a deeper 

understanding of how Physics is applied in society. 

 

Prerequisites: Strong C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in Year 10.1 English 

 

Psychology is a subject that has increasingly become popular over the past decade. In this course, 

students will learn about human behaviour and how internal and external factors influence how we 

think, feel and act. Psychological theories are foundational to the development of psychology as a 

behavioural science and students will learn how to apply these theories to explore and interpret 

human behaviour in the everyday world. Investigations focus on developing relevant hypotheses 

and involve research, data collection, evaluation and communication of findings. 

 

The Psychology ATAR course requires a significant amount of learning as well as the ability to 

communicate effectively using psychological discourse. It is relevant to a wide range of professions 

and highly recommended to those who are interested in understanding human behaviour. 
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Food Science and Technology ATAR 

Food Science and Technology General 

Materials Design and Technology: Textiles General 

Materials Design and Technology: Wood General 

 

 

Food Science and Technology is offered as both ATAR and General options. There are many 

similarities between the courses, but with increased depth of understanding required in the ATAR 

course. This means that the ATAR course has an increased theoretical component, while still 

containing practical elements.  

 

Overall, both courses explore how diet and daily activities impact and affect overall health and 

wellbeing of individuals and groups. Students will also learn how various conditions, diseases and 

deficiencies impact the health and wellbeing of individuals.  

 

 

Prerequisites: C grade in Year 10.1 Science and C grade in 10.1 English 

Food Science and Technology ATAR involves students studying how the properties of food are 

used to meet the needs of consumers and producers. Students will develop an understanding of 

food laws and regulations that govern the production, supply and distribution of safe foods. 

Students will also explore innovations in science and technology and changing consumer demands 

and how this impacts a variety of food related concepts.  

 

While being more theoretical than the General course, students will have regular opportunities to 

engage in practical activities to discover how sensory, physical and chemical properties influence 

the selection, use and consumption of raw and processed foods. Using scientific methods, they 

examine the functional properties, which determine the performance of food. Students will also 

have opportunities to develop and/or adapt recipes of their own to best meet the needs of 

individuals according to a variety of criteria as part of their studies into a range of diet-related 

health conditions that impact individuals and groups. 

 

The Food Science and Technology ATAR course enables 

students to connect with further education and training, 

university and employment pathways, and enhances 

employability and career opportunities in areas that include 

nutrition, health, food and beverage manufacturing, food 

processing, community services, hospitality, and retail. 
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Food Science and Technology General has a more hands-on, practical approach with more 

opportunities to engage in and develop cooking skills. Students develop their interests and skills 

through the design, production and management of food-related tasks. They develop knowledge of 

the sensory, physical, chemical and functional properties of food and apply these in practical 

situations. Students explore innovations in science and technology and changing consumer 

demands.  

 

Food Science and Technology General has two 

primary focuses; the sensory and physical 

properties of food that affect the consumption of 

raw and processed foods and healthy eating, 

and the supply of staple food  s and the factors 

that influence adolescent food choices and 

ethical considerations. Students will explore 

factors such as advertising, presentation of food, 

diet related health conditions and how these 

affect the choice of food.  

 

Students will work with a range of staple foods, adapt basic recipes and apply the technology 

process to investigate, devise, and produce food products to achieve specific dietary requirements. 

They will evaluate food products and demonstrate a variety of safe workplace procedures, 

processing techniques and food handling practices. 

 

 

Textiles can inspire our artistic passion, as well as provide for our basic needs. They are an 

essential part of everyday life and provide a connection to our past, present and future.  

 

In Materials Design and Technology: Textiles, students have the opportunity to develop and 

practise skills that contribute to creating a physical product, while acquiring an appreciation of the 

application of a design process. They will 

learn various methods of hand and machine 

sewing and compile a sample journal which 

will showcase their understanding of 

selected materials, skills and techniques.  

 

Students will select projects of interest with 

their teacher and then apply the design 

process and be guided on how to create 

supporting documentation for two textiles items suitable to specific market. 
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The Materials Design and Technology General course is a practical course which aims to prepare 

students for a future in a technological and material world by providing the foundation for lifelong 

learning about how products are designed and how materials are developed and used. As they 

complete their design projects, students develop cognitive skills fundamental to designing in a 

practical context, enhancing employment opportunities in areas that include manufacturing, design, 

built environment, science and engineering. 

 

Working with wood, students develop a range of manipulation, 

processing, manufacturing and organisational skills, as well as 

cognitive skills, such as solving problems, generating ideas, 

creative design strategies and communicating what they do. This 

makes them more technologically literate and, as consumers, 

enables them to make more informed decisions about the use 

and misuse of technology and gives them an understanding of 

the need for materials sustainability. 

 

Students will apply skills of management in planning and 

implementing a process, at the same time as they manipulate 

tools and machines to produce high-quality products. 

Assessment will be split 40% theory and 60% practical.    
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Certificate III in Early Childhood Education 

Certificate II in Music 

Certificate II in Financial Services 

Certificate II in Business 

Certificate III in Business 

All VET courses are taken over both Year 11 and Year 12 

 

 

 
 

This qualification is run through Foundation Education (RTO Code 22557) and will incur a $699 

additional cost to parents, as per 2021 pricing. There is also a mandated workplace learning 

component whereby students will need to complete 120 hours in a childcare centre over the 2 year 

course. 

 

This qualification is delivered with combination of practical and written learning tasks. Students will 

complete all units to industry standards, which are tailored to the childcare setting. Assessments 

have been developed to reflect current design practices relating to the Elements and Principals of 

Design and the design process. 

 

Units 

 

CHCDIV002 Promote Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander cultural safety  

CHCECE001 Develop cultural competence  

CHCECE002 Ensure the health and safety of children  

CHCECE003 Provide care for children  

CHCECE004 Promote and provide healthy food and drinks  

CHCECE005 Provide care for babies and toddlers  

CHCECE007 Develop positive and respectful relationships with children  

CHCECE009 Use an approved learning framework to guide practice 

CHCECE010 Support the holistic development of children in early childhood  

CHCECE011 Provide experiences to support children’s play and learning  

CHCECE013 Use information about children to inform practice 

CHCLEG001 Work legally and ethically  

CHCPRT001 Identify and respond to children and young people at risk  

HLTAID004* Provide an emergency first aid response in an education and care setting 

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace health and safety 

BSBWOR301 Organise personal work priorities and development  

CHCDIV001 Work with diverse people 

CHCECE006 Support behaviour of children and young people  
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The qualification is run through Collarts (RTO code 0109). 

 

This qualification reflects the role of individuals who apply a broad range of competencies in a 

varied work context in the music industry. It covers skills in music composition, literacy and 

performance and student develop discretion, judgement and relevant theoretical knowledge.  

 

Units 

 

BSBWHS201  Contribute to health and safety of self and others  

BSBWOR203  Work effectively with others  

CUAIND201  Develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge  

CUAMLT201  Develop and apply musical ideas and listening skills  

CUAMPF201  Play or sing simple musical pieces  

CUAMPF202 Incorporate music technology into performance  

CUAMPF203 Develop ensemble skills for playing or singing music  

CUAMPF204 Play or sing music form simple written notation  

 
 

This qualification is run through Skills Strategies International (RTO Code 2401). 

 

Students need to understand basic personal finance principles to navigate their way through life. 

The elective units in this qualification allow students to learn how to create and manage a budget, 

learn how to open and operate bank accounts, apply for loans, use credit cards and various other 

aspects of banking. They will gain an understanding of superannuation, why it’s important to start 

saving when they are young and different aspects of investing. They will learn how financial 

markets work, how to invest in property and learn some basic skills of investing, including how to 

start. They will also explore the taxation systems both in Australia and overseas and look into how 

to complete a personal tax return and maximise their deductions. Students will also learn the 

basics of the financial services industry, which can assist them if they are looking for a career in 

this industry. 

 

Units 

 

BSBWHS201  Contribute to health and safety of self and others 

BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others 

BSBWOR204 Use business technology 

FNSINC301  Work effectively in the financial services industry 

FNSFLT201  Develop and use a personal budget 

FNSFLT203 Develop knowledge of debt and consumer credit 

FNSFLT204  Develop knowledge of superannuation 

FNSFLT205  
Develop knowledge of the Australian financial system and 

markets 

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSBWHS201
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSBWOR203
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSBWOR204
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/FNSINC301
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/FNSFLT201
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/FNSFLT203
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/FNSFLT204
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/FNSFLT205
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These qualification is run through Foundation Education (RTO Code 22557) and will each incur a 

$699 additional cost to parents, as per 2021 pricing. 

 

These qualifications are delivered through predominantly written learning tasks, utilising various 

computer skills and different software applications. Students will learn practical skills that they can 

apply to an office environment and the units are completed to industry standards. 

 

Certificate II Units 

 

BSBCUS201   Deliver a service to customers 

BSBIND201   Work effectively in a business environment 

BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and safety of self and others 

BSBWOR202 Organise and complete daily work activities 

BSBINM201   Process and maintain workplace information 

BSBITU211    Produce digital text documents 

BSBITU212    Create and use spreadsheets 

BSBITU213    Use digital technologies to communicate remotely 

BSBWOR204 Use business technology 

BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others 

BSBINN201   Contribute to workplace innovation 

BSBSUS201   Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices 

 

Certificate III Units 

 

BSBWOR301  Organise personal work priorities and development 

BSBADM311  Maintain business resources 

BSBWHS302  Apply knowledge of WHS legislation in the workplace 

BSBWRT301  Write simple documents 

BSBCUS301   Deliver and monitor a service to customers 

BSBINM301   Organise workplace information 

BSBFLM312   Contribute to team effectiveness 

BSBFIA301     Maintain financial records 

BSBCMM301 Process customer complaints 

BSBITU312     Create electronic presentations 

BSBITU306     Design and produce business documents 

BSBITU313     Design and produce digital text documents 

BSBIND201    Work effectively in a business environment 

BSBINN201    Contribute to workplace innovation 

BSBSUS401    Implement and monitor environmentally sustainable work practices 
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For further information regarding pathways and subject choices, please contact: 

Deputy Principal (Curriculum) – Mr Kea Levison – klevison@acbc.wa.edu.au 

 

Or the relevant Head of Department: 

English and Languages – Mrs Kellie King – kking@acbc.wa.edu.au 

Health and Physical Education – Mr Aled Price – aprice@acbc.wa.edu.au 

Humanities and Social Sciences – Mr Jason Devereux – jdevereux@acbc.wa.edu.au 

Mathematics and Science – Mr Jimmi Phangestu – jphangestu@acbc.wa.edu.au 

The Arts – Mrs Lisa McCormack – lmccormack@acbc.wa.edu.au 

 

  



  

 

31 

 

 
 
  



  

 

32 

 

 


