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Program 

English – General Year 12 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 
 
Five tasks have been programmed per semester to ensure students have the opportunity to explore a wide range of text forms and types. 
 
Semester 1 

Week Key teaching points Syllabus content Assessment tasks 

Term 1    

1–4 
 

Insights 
Students explore a range of issues from several 
perspectives across language modes and types 
of literary texts. They consider how certain 
perspectives and values are presented in texts 
to influence audiences.  
• Introduction to course  
• Effective Communication Skills 
• Research Guide: Assessing Sources 
• Research of the Holocaust  
• Photographic History of Holocaust  
• Photo image analysis 
• Children during the Holocaust 
• Research of survivors – oral histories 
• Defining propaganda 
• Introduction to propaganda 

(persuasive)techniques 
• Analysis of posters / picture 
• Influence of purpose, place and audience 

on language choice 
• Visual conventions  
• Preparation for Task 2 (Speech) 

o Persuasive language practice 
o Evidence to support opinions 
o Language choice 

• identify facts, opinions, supporting evidence and bias. 
• distinguish different perspectives about the main ideas in texts 
• consider how different perspectives and values are presented in 

texts 
• gather different viewpoints 
• select text structures, language features and visual techniques to 

communicate and present ideas and information 
• speak clearly and coherently about ideas, opinions and personal 

experiences in a range of oral contexts 
• plan and carry out projects in small groups, sharing tasks and 

responsibilities 
• use appropriate vocabulary, spelling and sentence structures 
• understand the way attitudes and values are presented 

Task 1a 
HOLOCAUST IMAGE REFLECTION    
Weighting: 5%  
Responding 
 
Set Week 2, due Week 4 
 
Examine how one of more perspectives on 
the Holocaust have been presented in your 
chosen image. Ensure your response is 
based on relevant use of visual codes and 
evidence from the image itself. 

5–8 
 

Reading: 
Once 
The Boy in Striped Pyjamas 

• apply different reading strategies 
• explore attitudes, text structures and language features to 

understand a text’s meaning and purpose 

Task 1b 
ORAL PRESENTATION 
Weighting: 5% 



 
 

Week Key teaching points Syllabus content Assessment tasks 

Students read selected books to consider how 
changing purposes, contexts and audiences 
have influenced the world views and values 
these texts have conveyed. 
Once by Morris Gleitzman 
Background to author and novel 
Class reading 
Characterisation 
Mapping the setting 
Themes and issues in the text 
Values 
Reading questions 
The Boy in Striped Pyjamas by J Boyle 
Interview with the author, J Boyle  
Generating questions about text Predictions 
Class reading 
Characterisation 
Mapping the setting 
Themes and issues in the text 
Characters and values 

• use information for specific purposes and contexts 
• examine relationships between context, purpose and audience in 

different language modes and types of texts, and their impact on 
meaning 

• explaining shifts in tone and perspectives and identifying the 
effect of language choices on an audience 

 
 
 

Responding:  
In class and at home 
Set Week 4, due Week 9 
 
Individual Oral Presentation in response to 
‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ 

9–10 

Visual Texts 
Reading questions 
Formalising opinions 
Revising Viewing conventions 
Revise Viewing conventions. 
Draft and edit visual text 

• consider how different perspectives and values are presented in 
texts including relationships between context, purpose and 
audience 

• select text structures, language features and visual techniques to 
communicate and present ideas and information 

• categorise and integrate ideas and evidence about specific issues 
• employ ethical research practices such as acknowledging 

sources, and avoiding plagiarism and collusion 
• use strategies for planning, drafting, revising, editing and 

proofreading, and appropriate referencing 
• learn how to communicate logically, persuasively and 

imaginatively for different purposes 
• use appropriate vocabulary, spelling and sentence structures 

Task 2 
VISUAL TEXT 
Weighting: 10% 
Creating:  
In class and at home 
Set Week 9, due Week 10 
 
In class and at home create a digital or print 
image that reflects an idea or issue 
considered in class. 

Term 2  •   

1 
Not fair 
Students work in groups to research an issue 
affecting young people in Australia  

• recognise when to work with others and when to work 
independently 

• use the language of negotiation, problem solving and conflict 

Task 3b 
GROUP PRESENTATION 
Weighting: 10%  



Week Key teaching points Syllabus content Assessment tasks 

Some issues to consider may be equal work for 
equal pay; discrimination; bullying; health 
issues; education; employment 

resolution 
• categorise and integrate ideas and evidence about specific issues 
• express a logical point of view about an idea, issue or event 
• determine the relevance of source material to the context and 

topic 
• listening actively; being prepared to assert personal views 

Creating:  
In class and at home  
Set Week 10, due Week 2 
 
Group presentation to the class which 
conveys a range of perspectives on one 
social issue facing young Australians and 
explores some of the values underpinning 
these perspectives. The aim of the 
presentation is to engage, inform and 
educate. 

2 

Songs and Social Media 
Students explore an issue in popular music 
culture and examine the role of social media in 
communicating perspectives and shaping 
viewpoints. 

• consider how some perspectives are privileged while others are 
marginalised or silenced 

• consider how attitudes and assumptions are presented in texts 
• evaluate the evidence upon which different views are based 
• investigate and synthesise ideas and collate appropriate 

information from a range of source material 
 

 

3 

Prepare for EST  Task 4 
EXTERNALLY SET TASK 
Weighting: 15% 
Term 2, Week 3 
 

4-6 

Review, edit and complete Reflective Journal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research for Task 5, a community, local or 
national issue 

 Task 3a 
REFLECTIVE JOURNAL 
Weighting: 10%  
Responding:  
In class and at home  
Set Week 1, due Week 6 
 
Maintain a reflective journal and respond to 
a series of focus questions across your 
reading and viewing. 
 
 

7 Exam Week  Task 3a Exam Composition 
 
 
  



 
 
Semester 2 

Week Key teaching points Syllabus content Assessment tasks 

8-10 

Introduction to Unit 4 
Local and community issues, then state and 
national issues 
Annotate and critique texts 
Draft responses 
Review guidelines to a panel discussion 
Choose one national issues to discuss as a panel. 
Prepare, edit and rehearse panel discussions 
 

• discuss the way ideas and information are presented in texts 
• use appropriate vocabulary, spelling and sentence structures 
• consider how attitudes and assumptions are presented in texts 
• construct and clearly express coherent, logical and sustained 

arguments and demonstrate an understanding of purpose, 
audience and context 

Task 5 
Written and multi-modal response 
Weighting: 10% 
Creating:  
In class and at home 
Set Week 8, submitted Week 10 (Term 2) 
 
Create both written and multimodal texts 
(from a list) regarding community, local or 
state issues and how these are experienced 
and represented. 

Term 3    

1-2 

Developing opinions locally 
Using the interpretive and persuasive form of the 
Feature article students will respond to issues of 
local, community and/or national concerns. 

• analyse issues and ideas in texts and explain perspectives and 
implications 

• discuss the way ideas and information are presented in texts 
• create oral texts that communicate ideas and perspectives 

Task 6  
PANEL DISCUSSION 
Weighting: 5% 
Responding:  
In class and at home 
Set Week 8, delivered Week 2 (Term 3) 
 
 
Based on Task 5 research choose one topic 
and conduct a Panel Discussion exploring 
that issue. Each group will research their 
issue and locate texts supporting different 
perspectives, ideas, values and attitudes as 
supporting material. Notes will need to be 
submitted. 

3-5 

Hope in dark times 
Students read and view a range of texts to 
consider the perspectives offered and examine 
how written and visual language is used to appeal 
to the beliefs, attitudes and values of an 
audience. 
Global issue in focus: Slavery 
Review structure of Feature articles. Critique texts 
of this form 

• explain how texts use language to appeal to the beliefs, attitudes 
and values of an audience 

• analyse issues and ideas in texts and explain perspectives and 
implications 

• discuss the way ideas and information are presented in texts 
• create oral texts that communicate ideas and perspectives 
• consider how some perspectives are privileged while others are 

marginalised or silenced 
 

Task 7 
DIVIDED ESSAY 
Weighting: 10% 
Responding 
Set Week 3, submitted Week 5 
 
In a divided essay response, students 
respond to texts, both written and visual 
considering a global issue. 



Week Key teaching points Syllabus content Assessment tasks 

Draft own feature article 

6 

Revise, edit and submit reflective journal for 
Semester 2 

Questions are composed across the unit and relate to a variety of 
teacher directed syllabus elements. 

Task 8 
Reflective Journal 
Weighting: 5% 
Responding:  
Set Week 1, Submitted Week 7 
 
In class and at home 
Maintain a reflective journal and respond to 
a series of focus questions across your 
reading and viewing. 

7-10 

Your West Weekend 
Students work cooperatively and collaboratively 
to create a magazine similar in format to West 
Weekend, targeting a specified audience to 
communicate a range of relevant information 
using different types of texts (see Glossary) and 
including original photographs and advertising. 
Students have the opportunity to create a wide 
range of text types and forms in a range of 
language modes. 
A focus of this activity is fostering effective group 
work practices. The project encourages individual 
initiative, independence and interdependence 
and provides opportunities for students to learn 
from each other. 

• consider how attitudes and assumptions are presented in texts, 
including the use of media, types of texts, text structures and 
language features 

• employ ethical research practices such as acknowledging sources 
and avoiding plagiarism and collusion 

• integrate text structures, language features and visual techniques 
to engage and persuade audiences 

• use editing processes and appropriate referencing. 
• use and adapt text structures and language features to 

communicate ideas in a range of media 
• recognise when to work with others and when to work 

independently 
• use the language of negotiation, problem solving and conflict 

resolution 

Task 9 
MAGAZINE 
Weighting: 15% 
Creating:  
Set Week 7, due Week 10  
In class and at home 
Working cooperatively and collaboratively 
in groups, students create and publish a 
magazine similar in format to the West 
Weekend, targeting a specified audience. 
Communicate to this audience a range of 
relevant information using different types 
of texts and including original photographs 
and advertising. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
ASSESSMENT OUTLINE 

Unit 3 and Unit 4 
 

Assessment 
type and 

weighting 

Assessment  
task  

weighting 
When set/due Assessment task 

Responding 
40% 

 

5% 
 
 
 

5% 

  Semester 1 
Task 1a:   Set Week 2, due 
Week 4 
 
Task 1b: 
Set Week 4, due Week 9  

Task 1A: Holocaust Image Reflection 
• explore attitudes, text structures and language features to understand a texts’ meaning and purpose 
• examine relationships between context, purpose and audience in different types of tests, and their impact on meaning 
• consider how some perspectives are privileged while others are marginalised or silenced 
Task 1B: Oral Presentation in response to, ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ 
• consider how perspectives and values are presented in texts to influence specific audiences 
• distinguish different perspectives about the main ideas in texts 
• consider how some perspectives are privileged while others are marginalised or silenced 
• develop and justify their own interpretations when responding to texts 

10% 

Semester 1 
Set Week 1, due Term 2, 
Week 6 
(NOTE: final composition of  
Semester 1 is completed 
under exam conditions in 
exam week, Term 2, Week 7) 

Task 3A: Maintain a reflective journal and respond to a series of focus questions across your reading and viewing. 
• understand the way attitudes and values are presented 
• gather different viewpoints 
• identifying facts, opinions, supporting evidence and bias 
• categorising and integrating ideas and evidence about specific issues 
• using appropriate vocabulary, spelling and sentence structures 

5% 

Semester 2 
Term 2 – Term 3 
Set Week 8, due Week 2 
(Term 3) 

Task 6: Panel discussion exploring at least one local or community issue, such as workplace issue from a range of viewpoints 
and perspectives. Each group to create an infographic which summarise its findings for distribution to the class.  
• express a logical point of view about an idea, issue or event 
• listen actively; be prepared to assert personal views 

10% 
Semester 2 
Term 3 
Set Week 3, due Week 5 

Task 7: Divided Essay 
Explore the purpose and evidence used in a variety or visual and written texts in response to the global issue of slavery 
• explain how texts use language to appeal to the beliefs, attitudes and values of an audience 
• discuss the way ideas and information are presented in texts 
• evaluate the evidence upon which different views are based 

5% Semester 2 
Set Week 1, due Week 7 

Task 8:  Maintain a reflective journal and respond to a series of focus questions across your reading and viewing. 
• analyse issues and ideas in texts and explain perspectives and implications 
• discuss the way ideas and information are presented in texts 

 



Assessment 
type and 
weighting 

Assessment  
task  

weighting 
When set/due Assessment task 

Creating 
45% 

10% 

Semester 1 
Term 1 
Set Week 9, 
due Week 10 

Task 2: Visual Text created in response to, ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ 
• create a multi-modal text that conveys a perspective 
• justify interpretations when responding to texts 
• communicate logically and imaginatively 

10% 

Semester 1 
Term 1 
Set Week 10, 
due Term 2, 
Week 2 

Task 3b: Group presentation to the class which conveys a range of perspectives on one social issue facing young Australians and 
explores some of the values underpinning these perspectives. The aim of the presentation is to engage, inform and educate. 
•  Consider how different perspectives and values are presented in texts 

10% 

Semester 2 
Term 2 
Set Week 8, 
Due Week 10 

Task 5: Create texts, both written and multi-modal exploring how one national issue is presented. 
• Construct and clearly express coherent, logical and sustained arguments and demonstrate an understanding of purpose, audience 

and context 
• select text structures, language features, and visual techniques to communicate and present ideas and information 
• consider how attitudes and assumptions are presented in texts  

15% 

Semester 2, 
Term 3,  
Set Week 7, due 
Week 10 

Task 9: Working cooperatively and collaboratively in groups, create and publish a magazine similar in format to the West Weekend, 
targeting a specified audience. Communicate to this audience a range of relevant information using different types of texts and 
include original photographs and advertising. 
• consider how attitudes and assumptions are presented in texts, including the use of media, types of texts, text structures and 

language features 
• integrate text structures, language features and visual techniques to engage and persuade audiences 
• recognise when to work with others and when to work independently 

Externally set task 15% 

Semester 1 
Term 2, Week 3 

Task 4: A task set by the SCSA based on the following content from Unit 3 (2019) 
- identifying facts, opinions, supporting evidence and bias 
- categorising and integrating ideas and evidence about specific issues 
- using appropriate vocabulary, spelling and sentence structures 

Total 100%   
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